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Planning Policy Consultation Team Planning Directorate
Planning Policy Division Ministry of Housing
Communities and Local Government 
Floor 3, Fry Building 
2 Marsham Street 
London SW1P 4DF

Email: PlanningPolicyConsultation@communities.gov.uk  		
10 March 2026

Countryside Alliance response to the
National Planning Policy Framework Consultation

Dear Planning Policy Consultation Team Planning 
The Countryside Alliance welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on proposed reforms to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF).
The Alliance represents the interests of rural communities across the UK and works to ensure that policy decisions reflect the needs of those who live and work in the countryside. Our response focuses on those elements of the consultation that have the most direct implications for rural communities, agriculture, land use and the rural economy.
Planning policy must recognise that the countryside performs multiple critical functions. It provides the land on which food is produced, supports a diverse rural economy, provides housing for rural communities, delivers environmental benefits and supplies space for renewable energy infrastructure. Effective planning reform must balance these competing pressures while ensuring that rural areas remain viable places to live and work.
Key Countryside Alliance recommendations
To ensure that planning reform supports thriving rural communities and a resilient countryside, the Countryside Alliance calls for the NPPF to include the following principles:
1. Recognise food security as a national planning priority: Planning policy should explicitly recognise the importance of domestic food production and ensure that productive agricultural land is protected from unnecessary development wherever possible.
2. Protect productive farmland from non-essential development: High-quality agricultural land should be safeguarded. Development proposals should prioritise brownfield sites, previously developed land and urban opportunities before productive farmland is considered.
3. Introduce a clear presumption in favour of agricultural development: Planning authorities should adopt a “default yes” approach to farm infrastructure, including barns, livestock housing, polytunnels and grain storage, where development clearly supports agricultural production.


4. Enable investment in infrastructure that supports food production: Planning reform should streamline approval for infrastructure such as on-farm reservoirs, water storage and modern agricultural buildings that improve productivity, resilience, sustainability including pollution control and animal welfare.
5. Deliver genuinely affordable homes in rural communities: Planning policy must ensure that rural developments include meaningful levels of affordable housing so that young people, agricultural workers and rural employees can remain in the communities where they work.
6. Prioritise a “rooftop first” approach to solar development: Solar energy expansion should prioritise rooftops, commercial buildings, warehouses, car parks and brownfield sites before agricultural land is used for large-scale solar installations.
7. Support diversification and the wider rural economy: Planning policy should enable farm diversification and support small rural businesses, tourism enterprises and the reuse of existing agricultural buildings.
Scope of the Countryside Alliance response
The Countryside Alliance has focused its response on those areas of the NPPF consultation most relevant to rural communities, agriculture, land use and the rural economy. Our comments relate primarily to proposals within:
· Chapter 6 - Building a strong, competitive economy
· Chapter 8 - Promoting healthy and safe communities
· Chapter 11 - Making effective use of land
· Chapter 13 - Protecting Green Belt land / Grey Belt proposals
· Chapter 14 - Meeting the challenge of climate change
· Chapter 15 - Conserving and enhancing the natural environment
We appreciate the opportunity to provide our feedback and hope that MHCLG will consider the points raised in this response. Should you require further clarification or wish to discuss any aspects of this submission, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours sincerely,
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Tim Bonner
Chief Executive



Chapter 6 - Building a Strong, Competitive Rural Economy
Relevant consultation areas:
· Support for rural economic growth
· Agricultural development and diversification
· Reducing barriers to farm investment
The Countryside Alliance supports reforms that simplify and accelerate planning approval for agricultural infrastructure.
Modern farming businesses must be able to invest in facilities that improve productivity, animal welfare and environmental performance. However, farmers frequently encounter significant delays and uncertainty when seeking planning permission for buildings that are essential to agricultural operations.
We therefore support proposals that introduce a stronger presumption in favour of agricultural development, sometimes described as a “default yes” approach, where proposals clearly relate to farming operations.
Planning policy should support:
· Barns and livestock housing
· Grain storage and processing facilities
· Polytunnels and horticultural infrastructure
· Machinery and equipment storage
· Infrastructure preventing pollutant runoff
Reducing planning barriers to agricultural investment will help farms remain viable and competitive while supporting the wider rural economy.
Planning policy should also support farm diversification, including rural tourism, food production businesses and the reuse of existing farm buildings.
Chapter 8 - Promoting Healthy and Safe Communities
Relevant consultation areas:
· Housing supply in rural areas
· Delivery of affordable housing
The Countryside Alliance has consistently highlighted the shortage of genuinely affordable housing in rural communities.
Many rural workers, including those employed in farming, rural services and hospitality, struggle to remain in the communities where they work due to limited housing supply and rising prices.
Planning policy should ensure that:
· Rural developments include an appropriate proportion of genuinely affordable homes
· Housing development supports the sustainability of rural communities
· Local people have the opportunity to remain in the areas where they grew up
At the same time, rural communities must not become the default location for large-scale speculative housing developments that do not reflect local needs or infrastructure capacity
Chapter 11 - Making Effective Use of Land
Relevant consultation areas:
· Prioritisation of brownfield land
· Land use balance
· Protection of productive farmland
Agricultural land is a strategic national resource and plays a vital role in ensuring domestic food production.
The Countryside Alliance believes the planning system should recognise food security as a national priority. Productive farmland should be protected from unnecessary development wherever possible.
Development proposals should prioritise:
· Previously developed land
· Brownfield sites
· Underutilised urban land
Where development involves agricultural land, decision-makers should consider the potential impact on food production and prioritise the protection of the most productive farmland.
Chapter 13 - Green Belt and Grey Belt Land
Relevant consultation areas:
· Use of Grey Belt land
· Development pressures on land surrounding settlements
The Countryside Alliance recognises the role that Grey Belt land may play in meeting housing demand. However, reforms must ensure that the countryside is not treated simply as a reserve for development pressures that cannot be accommodated elsewhere.
Planning policy should ensure that:
· Grey Belt development is carefully defined and targeted
· Development does not undermine productive farmland
· Infrastructure and community impacts are fully considered
A balanced approach is required to ensure that housing delivery does not come at the expense of rural sustainability.
Chapter 14 - Meeting the Challenge of Climate Change
Relevant consultation areas:
· Renewable energy development
· Solar infrastructure
The Countryside Alliance supports the expansion of renewable energy as part of the transition to a low-carbon economy. However, this transition must be balanced with the need to protect productive farmland and rural landscapes.
The Alliance supports a “rooftop first” approach to solar energy, prioritising solar installations on:
· Commercial rooftops
· Warehouses and industrial buildings
· Car parks
· Previously developed land
Large-scale solar installations on agricultural land should only be considered where alternative sites have been fully assessed.
This approach allows renewable energy expansion without unnecessarily removing productive farmland from food production.
Chapter 15 - Conserving and Enhancing the Natural Environment
Relevant consultation areas:
· Land use pressures
· Balancing environmental protection and food production
The countryside is under increasing pressure to deliver multiple public goods, including food production, biodiversity recovery, housing development and renewable energy infrastructure.
Planning policy must recognise that land is a finite resource and ensure that these competing demands are balanced effectively.
In particular, policies designed to enhance the natural environment should work alongside policies that support productive farming and sustainable land management.
Farmers play a central role in delivering environmental stewardship alongside food production, and planning policy should support this balance.
Infrastructure Supporting Food Production
Across several chapters of the NPPF, the planning system should support infrastructure that enables resilient food production.
Planning authorities should facilitate development of:
· on-farm reservoirs and water storage
· irrigation infrastructure
· modern livestock housing
· facilities that improve environmental performance and animal welfare.
Ensuring that farmers can invest in these facilities will help maintain domestic food production and improve long-term resilience.
Conclusion
The Countryside Alliance supports planning reform that enables rural communities and businesses to thrive while protecting the countryside’s productive capacity.
Planning policy should:
· recognise food production as a strategic national priority
· protect productive farmland from unnecessary development
· support investment in agricultural infrastructure
· facilitate infrastructure that strengthens food production resilience
· deliver affordable housing for rural communities
· prioritise rooftop and brownfield sites for renewable energy generation
· support the diversification and growth of the rural economy
The countryside plays a central role in the economic, environmental and social wellbeing of the nation. Planning reform must ensure that rural areas remain productive, resilient and vibrant places to live and work.
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