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3. STATE OF THE COUNTRYSIDE REPORT

Summary

There is a lack of accurate, centralised data on rural
communities and this has led to policies that fail to
address rural realities. The creation of an annual State
of the Countryside Report to provide up-to-date, data-
driven insights into the economic, environmental,

and social health of rural areas would inform policy
development and raise awareness of rural issues.

Purpose

The main objectives of the State of the Countryside
Report are:

I. Provide a comprehensive overview

To gather and present data on the key issues affecting
rural communities, including:

©® Economic indicators e.g. income levels, employment
rates and agricultural productivity.

©® Environmental conditions e.g. land use, biodiversity
and climate change impacts.

® Social factors e.g. healthcare access, education and
housing.

2. Inform policy development

To provide evidence-based insights that can guide the
creation of policies tailored to the specific needs of rural
communities, ensuring that these policies are data-driven
and responsive to the current realities of rural life.

3. Raise awareness of rural issues

To raise public and governmental awareness of the
challenges and opportunities in rural areas, fostering a
more nuanced understanding of the countryside and its
role in society and the national economy.

4. Promote rural development

To encourage investment, innovation and sustainable
development in rural areas by highlighting areas of
strength, as well as identifying regions and sectors that
may require targeted support.
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Function

I. Data Collection

The report would gather data from a wide range of
sources, including government agencies, local authorities,
academic studies and independent rural organisations.
This data would cover multiple aspects of rural life, such
as:

© Economic health: Employment rates, income
distribution, business activity, agricultural
performance and access to supply chains and
markets.

® Environmental health: Land degradation, biodiversity
conservation, soil health, water management and the
impact of climate change.

©® Social health: Access to healthcare, education, housing
quality, internet connectivity and social services.

2. Annual updates

The report would be published on an annual basis,
allowing for the tracking of trends over time. This would
help policymakers stay informed about ongoing issues
and emerging challenges, such as shifts in agricultural
practices or demographic changes in rural areas.

3. Case studies and best practices

To provide actionable insight the report would include
case studies from different rural regions, highlighting
successful initiatives or innovative solutions that have
improved local conditions. This would encourage
knowledge-sharing and replication of effective strategies.

4. Accessibility and transparency

The findings of the report would be made publicly
available and presented in an accessible format, including
interactive online platforms. This would ensure that rural
communities, local government officials, businesses and
stakeholder organisations can easily engage with the data
and use it to drive change.
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Outcomes Conclusion

I. Informed decision-making The creation of an annual State of the Countryside
Report would be a critical step toward addressing the
gaps in rural data and ensuring that policies are grounded
in the realities of rural life. By providing policymakers,
stakeholders and rural communities with accurate, up-to-
date information this initiative would drive more effective
policy development, raise awareness of rural challenges
and promote sustainable development across the
countryside. The Report would support the creation of
With a clearer understanding of rural realities, better policies, contributing to building a more equitable
governments would be able to develop policies and sustainable future for the countryside.

and initiatives that are more targeted and effective

in addressing rural poverty, economic stagnation,

environmental degradation and other rural challenges.

Policymakers at the local, regional and national levels
would have access to reliable, up-to-date data on rural
conditions, enabling them to make better-informed
decisions that reflect the specific needs of rural areas.

2. Targeted rural policies

3. Stronger rural advocacy

The report would help raise awareness about rural
issues in public discourse, providing advocacy groups,
community leaders and the proposed Countryside
Champion - who would be primarily responsible for its
production and promotion - with the tools they need to
push for greater awareness of, and resources for, rural
areas.

4. Fostering rural innovation

By highlighting best practices and successful initiatives,
the report would encourage rural communities to adopt
new approaches to development, sustainability and
resilience, fostering innovation and progress.
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