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Introduction

Since the General Election in July 2024, rural communities have been seeking greater clarity and direction on how their
needs and ambitions will be reflected within the new government’s policy agenda.

There is a growing sense that the countryside has not yet featured prominently in national policy debates, contributing to a
feeling of disconnect between rural voters and Westminster.

Rural communities offer significant untapped potential for supporting the national economy, but they need clear support
from the government with policies that support the countryside to thrive. There is an opportunity to build a future where
rural areas are seen as vital contributors to the nation’s economic and environmental health and well-being and social
success.

The purpose of this report is to provide solutions for how the government can unlock the full potential of the countryside
by promoting opportunities for growth, fostering innovation and encouraging a cultural shift in policymaking. It provides
practical solutions for creating a more inclusive and dynamic relationship between the government and rural communities,
ensuring that rural areas are empowered to play a Leading role in shaping national progress.

These solutions aim to build a more equitable and connected country, one that reflects the needs and aspirations of all its
citizens, both urban and rural.

A way forward

Rural areas hold enormous potential in fields such as agriculture, green energy, tourism and innovation. By embracing these
opportunities, the government can help unleash the full potential of the countryside, ensuring that it plays an integral role
in the country’s growth story. The disconnect felt by rural communities is not a sign of their exclusion, but rather a sign that
their potential has not been fully recognised and realised.

We have a clear opportunity to create policies that not only support but celebrate the pivotal role rural areas play in our
national life. These proposals would make this possible by reforming the machinery of government to ensure that the
situation, needs and contributions of rural Britain are fully reflected within the policymaking process.

Why the countryside counts
Whether from town or country, people view our diverse landscapes and rural communities as intrinsic to their
understanding of Britain and what it is to be British. Rural communities are key to food security, land management, adapting

to climate change and reversing biodiversity loss.

The Countryside Alliance is the voice of the countryside. We speak for those who live and work in rural communities, and for
everyone who loves the countryside and the rural way of life.



Policy proposals

I. Countryside Champion

The creation of a dedicated Countryside Champion would ensure that the countryside has a strong, influential voice within
government. This role would serve as a liaison between rural communities and the government, advocating for policies

that unlock the potential of rural areas and ensuring their concerns are heard. By strengthening the connection between
policymakers and rural areas, the Countryside Champion would help foster innovation, drive investment and ensure

that rural communities are central to national growth strategies. Specifically, the office-bearer would be responsible for
overseeing, managing and advocating the two further proposals: for designing and implementing Rural Community Impact
Assessments and for producing and publicising the annual State of the Countryside Report. This role would ensure that rural
development is prioritised at the highest levels, resulting in more targeted policies that support the economic, social and
environmental development of rural areas.

2. Rural Community Impact Assessment (RCIA)

To create policies that support sustainable growth, it is essential to account for the unique needs and opportunities

in rural areas. A Rural Community Impact Assessment (RCIA) would evaluate the effects of major new policies on rural
communities, ensuring that the countryside can benefit from policies designed with both urban and rural contexts in mind.
By systematically considering rural needs in policy development, we can create fairer, more effective solutions that boost
growth, improve access to services and reduce inequality. The RCIA would also highlight opportunities for innovation, such as
digital infrastructure and green energy initiatives, which can be leveraged to transform rural economies.

3. State of the Countryside Report

Data and insights into rural communities are critical to understanding their needs and harnessing their potential. The
establishment of an annual State of the Countryside Report would provide detailed, data-driven insights into the economic,
social and environmental health of rural areas. This report would serve as a vital tool for informing policy decisions,
ensuring that rural issues are understood and addressed with up-to-date, evidence-based strategies. It would include a
review of RCIAs undertaken in the previous year and their impacts. The State of the Countryside Report would also highlight
successful rural initiatives, showcasing rural communities as hubs of innovation and growth, and encouraging further
investment in rural development.

Outcomes

Government has a unique opportunity to bridge the gap between rural and urban Britain, creating a more inclusive and
prosperous nation.

By embracing the three proposals for a Countryside Champion, Rural Community Impact Assessments and an annual
State of the Countryside Report, the government can unlock the potential of rural areas and drive growth. These measures
would help ensure that rural communities are heard while empowering them to contribute more significantly to national
development.

To read the other policy proposals please scan

the QR code or go to our website
countryside-alliance.org/reconnecting-with-the-countryside




WHO WE ARE

The Countryside Alliance promotes and protects the rural way of life through direct political engagement, grassroots
campaigning and championing those at the heart of our communities.

Too often the countryside’s contribution to the wellbeing of the nation is taken for granted and its fragile communities are
threatened by ignorance and neglect. We ensure that politicians, opinion formers and the public understand the full value of
the countryside and we challenge any policy that threatens its environmental, economic or social sustainability.

We focus on ensuring rural communities remain sustainable, challenging the misinformation and bias they so often face and
ensure the voice of the countryside is heard as far and wide as possible. Our work over the past year has delivered real-
world results that demonstrate our commitment to protecting the rural way of life.
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